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In reflecting on the contribution of Baptists
to the
development, growth and
sustainability of Education in Jamaica, a link
must be established with the part they
played in the nation’s emancipation. The
Baptists were determined to make Education
the great social emancipator alongside
political emancipation, which came in 1838.
Subsequently, large portions of land were
purchased across the Island, which were sub
divided and sold to the newly freed people,
thus creating “Free Villages”. Each village
had a school and a church, both supporting
the educational and spiritual development of
the residents. This unwavering interest in
and support for Education has continued,
resulting in an alliance with Government for
the construction of educational institutions
on lands owned by the Baptists. These
institutions cater to students 6 – 18 years of
age. Point Hill Leased Primary & Junior High,
Skibo Primary, Calabar All Age, William
Knibb High, Calabar High are prime
examples.
Several
Early
Childhood
Institutions were also established under the
auspices of the Baptist churches. They
addressed the educational and social needs
of children between 3 and 6 years of age.
Although our schools are engaging their
students in wholesome and uplifting inter
and intra school competitions such as Bible
quiz, JCDC and 4-H arranged activities, Math
Marathons and Literacy camps, among
others, their exploits, achievements and their
impact are quarantined within individual
schools and their communities. This
newsletter (“The Baptist Educator”) is one
small but hopefully meaningful way of
sharing these joys and triumphs with the
wider Baptist family.

Through this periodical we will provide
information on happenings within the
Baptist school community as well as
reflections and insights on pertinent national
issues. We specially invite you, to tell us
about major and or impactful events in the
life of your school. We also want to celebrate
your successes and help you find, follow and
employ new strategies in addressing missed
targets in your academic activities.
On behalf of the Education Committee of the
Jamaica Baptist Union (JBU), I invite you to
explore the pages of this and subsequent
newsletters. Educate yourself!!! Have fun!!!
And Grow in Christ!!!
We thank God for His enabling grace.
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The JBU has governance responsibility
for all its schools.
The JBU recommends persons for
appointment to School Boards. This is
usually done in consultation with the
local church with responsibility for the
particular school.

Early Childhood Institution – That
which obtains for the boards of
primary schools is usually applied.
Provides training for School
Boards- One such was held
September 27, 2018

Principal Appointments:

For church owned schools – members
are assigned based on the type of
school:

When the position of principal
becomes vacant the JBU should be
informed.



The Education Committee of the
JBU provides guidance on the
procedure in filling the post.



Primary & All Age Schools – A
Board of not less than nine (9)
persons, four (4) of which, including
the chairman should be nominated
by the denomination.
Secondary/High
Schools
–
Administered by a Board of not
more than nineteen (19) members. Seven (7) members
including the chairman should be
nominated by the denomination.

JBU must endorse the letter to the
Ministry of Education in order for
the appointment to be considered.

The JBU should be kept abreast of
the processes which includes
advertisement and the short listing
of candidates and should be invited
to sit as observer during the
interview process.

Participants at the workshop for School Boards

The
JBU
endorses
all
recommendations for Principals.

See Issue 2 for the answer

Edith Smith, Vice Chair

Skibo Primary is a multi-grade coeducational institution owned by the Jamaica
Baptist Union. It was established in 1948.
Skibo is a school with a staff compliment of
three trained teachers inclusive of the
Principal. Over the past five years they have
embarked on a number of environmental
projects to include:
A school garden where they reap
melons, callaloo, pak choi,
tomatoes and pepper.
A Pineapple project since 2015
In January of 2018, Tree Planting
Day where 14 coconut trees were
planted.
Students at Skibo Primary

Skibo Primary seeks to develop well-rounded
students through engagement in Heritage
Week. There was a Flag Raising Ceremony in
October, bun making, and an educational
tour. The students also participated in
devotional activities. The School Board is
very instrumental in the life of the school. Its
contributions and support is appreciated by
all.
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ACTIVITES IN BAPTIST SCHOOLS

3
ACTIVITES FROM THE
EDUCATION COMMITTEE

BIBLE QUIZ ANYONE!

Story time at Baptist Bay Early Childhood
Institution

The inaugural Quiz Competition of the
St Catherine Baptist Association
(SACABA) was held between May 1 and
31, 2013 among 10 participating schools,
of which 3 were Baptist Schools
(Sligoville, Point Hill, and Kitson Town).
The competition aims to (a) encourage
students to read the Bible, a chapter at a
time, (b) explore Baptist History, (c)
Build a spirit of camaraderie and (d)
eventually making a commitment to
serve Christ. To this end, each of the
twenty-four students from the 4 top
teams in the competition received a
bible.

Point Hill Primary students received 3rd place in
SACABA Quiz 2018

In the Inaugural competition, Point Hilla Baptist school was awarded 3rd place.
The 2019 renewal will see 9 schools
participating. We are excited!!! Are
you!!!

POSTER COMPETITION
Students at Mount Hermon Primary pay a visit to
the Jamaica Fire Brigade in Kingston

All Baptist schools were invited to
participate in a Poster competition
during Childs’ Month 2018; under the
theme ”AFFIRM ME”. Participants were
asked to give expression to the
acronymn “AFFIRM”. Rules and judging
criteria for the competition were clearly
outlined. Nine students vied for cash
prizes and trophies. Herick Bennett (1st)
and Akeelah Johnson (2nd ) from Lucky
Valley All Age were adjudged winners.
They were presented with their awards,
during Baptist Awareness week 2018.

Herick Bennett (1st) and Akeelah Johnson (2nd)
from Lucky Valley All Age

BAPTIST AWARENESS WEEK 2018
Students at Springvale Primary preparing for 4-H
competition

Baptist Awareness Week was celebrated
November 11-17 under the theme:
Affirming Our Humanity: Civility in my
school. All Baptist schools across
Jamaica engaged in activities to mark
the week. Calabar High however, had a
daily schedule, to include conducting
devotion at the Calabar Primary School.

Sons of Baptist Pastors at Calabar High
conducting devotion

Rev Luke Shaw sharing in devotion during Baptist
Awareness Week
Students all set to receive prizes at Kitson
Town All Age

THE BAPTIST EDUCATOR

| Issue 1

4
Challenges

Elaine Allen

The Primary Exit Profile (PEP) a replacement
for the Grade Six Achievement Test (GSAT)
as set out by the Ministry of Education and
information is aimed at providing a profile of
where students are academically. It also
provides a window into the strengths and
weaknesses of students, as well as their
readiness for grade 7. It’s inaugural sitting
will be in 2019.The BIG question is “are we
ready for this change?”

Parents, teachers, students are all in a frenzy
trying to cope with the changes brought
about by PEP. Teachers are arguing about
preparation time, while students and parents
are being weighed down by the challenges of
inadequate material and other resources. All
are asking for help. The call is urgent as
demonstrated in the following quote from
the article “More heat on PEP” published in
one of our newspapers. “I don't think we will
be ready at all this year. The fact is that it's
just in mid-September we got the hard
copies of the curriculum guide. So the
ministry giving them out in September, the
same school year to do an exam that is a big
difference from what used to obtain, it's a big
shift. It (PEP) needed some more time and it
still needs some more time,” The teacher’s
apparent distress finds resonance in Mary

Dea. Dr. Cynthia Anderson

At all levels of the school system, preparing
for the new school year is fraught with
moments of anxiety as parents/ guardians
contemplate the inevitable price increases in
relation to purchasing items for school such
as textbooks, uniforms. As a church, we had
been responding on an ad hoc basis to these
needs, but felt it should be more structured.
At the first structured fair in August 2001
parents purchased school items at
discounted prices. The overwhelming
support for this fair brought the matter of
sustainability into question. To address this
issue it was suggested that members with
horticultural skills grow flowers for the Show.
By November 2016 the first staging was held
and what a success it was!
We give God thanks for how He led our
members to further give of their time, talent
and treasure. At our latest fair held on
Saturday, August 11, 2018, approximately
four hundred (400) children benefited from
our offerings which have been expanded to
include gift packages (items for school), free
medical, optical and dental services.

Parenting talks were also given and
counseling services were available. To further
assist parents, representatives from Registrar
General’s Department, Ministry of Labour &
Social Security (PATH), HEART TRUST /
NTA, Tax Administration of Jamaica (TRN)
were also on hand to provide useful
information.

Back to School Fair at Linstead Baptist
Church

Wollstonecraft’s statement that “Nothing is
so painful to the human mind as a great and
sudden change”.

Glimmer of Hope
The placement mechanisms under PEP, as
well as the availability date for publishing
results remain the same as for the GSAT.
With PEP emphasis is placed on discovering
how students use their knowledge of
content, and skills acquired to solve
problems. The examination date is set for
May 2019 instead of March 2019, giving
students, teacher’s additional preparation
time hence a glimmer of hope for a
successful inaugural sitting.
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Rev. H. Cunningham
Chaplain- Calabar

This year marks the 175th Anniversary of
Baptist Work in Jamaica. The start of Baptist
Work in Jamaica is almost coinstantaneous
with the coming into being of the public
education system. Over the years
subsequently, the Baptist Church played a
key role in the establishment of many Early
Childhood institutions, Primary, All Age and
Secondary schools. Today Baptists claim full
or part ownership for over two in the
categories mentioned among which are
three prestigious High schools; Calabar High
for boys, Westwood High for girls and
William Knibb High, co-educational. The
name Calabar is significant as it is a symbol
of pride in Africa and has become
synonymous with our identity within the
Calabar family.
Calabar High
The Calabar High School for boys which was
started in 1912, derived its name from the
Calabar Theological College which was
started in Rio Bueno, Trelawny and later
moved to the Baptist premises at East Queen
Street in Kingston in 1843. In 1904, Calabar
was removed to an 11-acre campus at
Studley Park Road (off Slipe Pen Road) and
subsequently came to settle at 61 Red Hills
Road in 1952 .A Day School was also
established and over time became Calabar
Elementary School- now Primary Junior
High. Ministers in training contributed
significantly to the early formation of the
school as an institution. Many rural parishes
were associated with Baptist Churches, thus
on educating their boys at Calabar.
Today, 106 years from start, Calabar has
come a long way from being a small boarding
school to being one of the largest all-boys
institutions, assuming prominence and even
dominance in some academic and many cocurricular areas of school life in Jamaica. The
school has been especially dominant in Track
and Field, boasting outstanding alumni like
Herb McKinley and Arthur Wint. In 2017,
Calabar created history with a record 7
consecutive hold on the Boys Championship
trophy bringing their overall tally to 27.
Old Boy, P.J. Patterson, former Prime
Minister of Jamaica, likes to use what has
become a mantra for many at Calabar,
“When you play, play hard; when you work

5
don’t play at all”. Calabar students past and
present consider themselves proud “Lions”,
seldom allowed to forget that they belong to
a rounded, Christian institution. The school is
one of only two high schools in Jamaica to
have a full time chaplain. At Calabar the
spiritual ethos of the school is meticulously
maintained through the various programmed
activities each week; corporate worship, ISCF
meetings for instance. A year ago, the school
established and posted prominently, a set of
core values which are held up before
students frequently. The first of these core
values is, “Reverence for God”.
Westwood High School
Westwood High School located in Stewart
Town, Trelawny is one of the nation's oldest
and most illustrious high schools. It was
founded in reaction to a clear display of racial
prejudice. According to various historical
notes, the famous abolitionist, Reverend
William Knibb formed a school in Falmouth
called the Polly Knibb School. In 1876, the
Knibbs enrolled two black girls which outraged
the parents of the white students. The Knibbs
refused to expel the girls. In a show of defiance
the white parents withdrew their children
causing the school to fail in 1881 (Jamaica
Gleaner/Adran Frater- May 4, 201), hence the
emergence of Westwood High. It is therefore
no coincidence that Baptist educational
institutions all seemed to come into being in
response to the needs of the marginalized
and those deprived of the most basic human
necessity.

Baptists were and still are an ever present
threat to the status quo. The school which
was relocated in 1976 to Carib Road adjacent
to the Free Village community of Martha
Brae still declares that:
“…Knowledge
liberates”.

SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Students at Calabar High in Kingston

Students at Westwood High School in Trelawny

Education and economic wellbeing were
luxuries not offered readily to freed men and
women who, for decades carried the scourge
of physical scars in addition to the indignity
of ignorance promulgated by prejudice and
racial inequality. Abolition and emancipation
were not always “songs of freedom” but
painful reminders of promise not kept.
Baptist missionaries like William Knibb,
Thomas Burchell, Sam Sharpe, and James
Philippo carried a message of hope and a
promise that things would be better. It was
out of their dream and sacrifice that today
we “count our schools” and reflect on the
contribution of the Baptist Church to
education in Jamaica.
William Knibb Memorial High
This school, established in 1961 is wholly own
by the Baptist Union, and was founded by
Rev. Stephen James, Pastor of the Kettering
Circuit of Baptist Churches, its first Principal.
“Ignorance Enslaves: Knowledge Liberates”
is a most fitting motto for a school
community still struggling to shake off the
horrible smell of discrimination and bigotry.

Students at the William Knibb Memorial High
School in Trelawny
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Get the answers in the next issue!

George Liele was born in Virginia in 1752, but
lived much of his enslaved life in Georgia. He
was converted and baptized by Matthew
Moore, an ordained Baptist minister.
When Liele felt the call to preach, he was
encouraged by his master, Henry Sharp, a
Baptist deacon who was committed to and
supported the Baptist denomination. Liele
was licensed as a probationer around 1773,
and for two years he preached in the slave
quarters
of
plantations
surrounding
Savannah, including the congregation
formed at Silver Bluff, South Carolina.
Sharp freed Liele sometime before the
Revolutionary War began. After Sharp's
death in battle in 1778, his heirs tried to
enslave him but for the intervention of a
British officer. Over the next few years, he
built a congregation of black Baptists, slave
and free, including the Silver Bluff group led
by David George.
Settling in Kingston, Liele formed a church
on his own land. Liele's church flourished,
despite persecution from whites. In exchange
for a number of concessions, including
inspection by authorities of every prayer and
sermon, his ministry was tolerated, and he
was allowed to preach to the poor and
enslaved on plantations and in settlements.
1791 he wrote, "I have baptized 400 in
Jamaica.... a few white people among them."
One of Liele's priorities was the organization
and promotion of a free school for black
children, taught by a black deacon. A few
adult members of his congregation also
learned to read, and he wrote that "all are
desirous to learn."

Design and Artwork – Karah A. Whitter

